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Groton-New London Airport is a State-owned public facility whose current primary role 
is that of a general aviation (GA) airport.  It is a regional airport serving the coastal communities 
within a 25-mile radius of the Town of Groton and the City of New London.  The 489-acre 
facility features two runways having lengths of 5,000 and 4,000 feet with supporting taxiways, 
paved aircraft parking ramps, an FAA-operated air traffic control tower, an instrument landing 
system and vehicle parking.  Today, the Airport employs approximately 500 full-time and part-
time personnel.        

Take-off and landing operations at Groton-New London Airport involve scheduled 
corporate air shuttles, charter, military, recreational and student instruction flights. Down from 
45,204 in 2008 and 51,977 in 2007, there were 38,583 total flight operations directed by air 
traffic specialists in 2009. The number of passengers traveling on the corporate-owned-and-
operated air shuttle aircraft is 1,000+ a month, and total based aircraft are 53, both statistics 
remaining virtually unchanged in recent years.  Also, the Airport Business Park located adjacent 
to the Airport and for which the Town of Groton approved expansion plans in 2005, is nearing 
complete rental of all business space.  

Tenant facilities at Groton-New London Airport include passenger lounges, jet pods, 
multi-use hangars and individual T-hangars. Airport tenant businesses and services in alpha 
order are: 
• Action Multi-Ratings >>>>>>>>>>>>>>>Multi-Engine Flight Training 
• Avis >>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>Car & SUV Rental Services 
• Civil Air Patrol/USAF Auxiliary>>>>>>>>Youth Training & Emergency Aircraft 

Search  
• Coastal Air, Inc. >>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>Single Engine Flight Instruction/Aircraft 

Rental 
• Columbia Air Services, Inc. (FBO)>>>>>>Avionics, Aircraft Maintenance & Sales and 

Fuel  
• CT Army National Guard>>>>>>>>>>>>>1109th Aviation Classification Repair 

Activity Depot 
(AVCRAD – Helicopter repair)                           

• Federal Aviation Administration>>>>>>>Air Traffic Control/Navigation Aids 
Maintenance 

• Lanmar Aviation (FBO)>>>>>>>>>>>>>>Aircraft Maintenance/Management/Air 
Charter/Fuel 



• Saunders Aircraft Sales >>>>>>>>>>>>>Aircraft and Aircraft Engine Sales  
• Survival Systems, Inc.>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>Over Water Crash Survival Training Center  
                                                                             (U.S. headquarters) 

The FAA’s 20-year forecast for 2010-2030 links aviation activity and national economic 
growth.  It is forecasting that “key airspace safety and efficiency modernization efforts will play 
a vital role in spurring long-term sustained growth in air travel and the nation’s overall economic 
health”; and says this forecast, coming after a short-term period of slow growth in aviation 
activity, underscores the need for continued investment in airport infrastructure. 

Groton-New London Airport’s overall economic impact to the local community was 
estimated in 1998 to be $167M annually. Designed to positively influence the future economic 
impact of GON, an important document was revised and published by Conn DOT in 2009 - 
Airport Minimum Standards.  These new standards were established for airport businesses 
engaged in commercial aeronautical activities.  A second important document, Airport Master 
Plan, is being updated and a third document, Airport Business Plan, is in the beginning stages of 
being created. Both documents are to evaluate, build on and improve the economic impact of 
GON to its local communities and the Southeastern Connecticut Region.  See more information 
below. 

 
• Created in conjunction with the FAA, the Airport Master Plan Update (AMPU) will 

provide planning guidelines to CONNDOT for future development of GON.  The 
development needs identified as a result of the AMPU are intended to satisfy present and 
future aviation demand, while being compatible with environment, community 
development and other transportation systems.  The current Master Plan was completed 
in 1999, and many of the projects identified in the Plan have been constructed or are 
planned for construction. Because of this, an update is required to ensure that the airport 
continues to grow and support economic growth in the region and the State.  The study 
will identify and analyze the socioeconomic changes that have occurred in the region and 
surrounding towns and will assess these effects on GON.  It will review changes that 
have occurred in both the airline industry and general aviation.  These analyses will be 
used to develop realistic forecasts of aviation activity, which reflect the current trends.  
The AMPU will develop a list of projects for GON that are fiscally and environmentally 
feasible. 

• A professional consulting firm will prepare the Airport Business Plan. The consultant 
will  review potential economic growth of the airport as it relates to regional development 
outreach to entities, business and potential users to foster regional growth related to 
aviation; competitive environment; the quantifiable economic impact of the  airport; 
general weakness of the aviation industry; state aviation business climate; current 
economic conditions; aviation fuel prices; attraction of corporate aviation; opportunities 
to broaden exposure and additional future regional impact measures such as jobs, income 
and total output. In developing strategies to optimize the airport’s use, the consultant will 
be charged with reviewing challenges of the physical layout, possible need or not for 
development space, environmental obligations as it relates to development, flight training 
and airport marketing. 

 
AIRPORT PROGRAMS & PARTNERSHIPS 

The CONNDOT is proud of the Airport’s cooperative partnerships with: 
• Connecticut Commission on Culture and Tourism 
• Greater Mystic Chamber of Commerce & Groton Business Association 
• Chamber of Commerce of Eastern Connecticut 
• Military Community Council of the Submarine Base Realignment Coalition 

Committee 



• American Association of Airport Executives – Northeast Chapter 
• Southeastern Connecticut Council of Governments (SECCOG)  
 
Airport Management reports airport statistics and project updates at public quarterly 

meetings of the Airport Advisory Committee hosted by the SECCOG representing 20 member 
municipalities. Stats include local aircraft noise complaints, based aircraft and air traffic counts.   
 

GROTON-NEW LONDON AIRPORT (GON) HISTORY 
The Airport was established as the first State of Connecticut airport in 1929.  Originally 

named the Trumbull Airport after Governor Jonathan Trumbull, the airport was transferred for 
operation to the United States Navy during World War II.  The Navy built the runway and 
taxiway system before the State resumed ownership in 1949.  Today, the Airport is one of six 
State-owned airports operated by the Bureau of Aviation & Ports in the CT Department of 
Transportation.  

The State of Connecticut remains committed to maximizing Groton-New London Airport 
as a regional asset that is attractive to both the aviation business community and traveling public, 
offers a variety of services, and aims to fill Southeastern Connecticut’s aviation needs.  The 
Airport is a transportation asset about which few local communities can boast. 

 
For more information contact Catherine L. Young, C.M. Airport Manager 

Email: gon@ct.gov  Website: www.grotonnewlondonairport.com 
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